
June 29th, 2020 
Dear deMello  Families, 
 

I hope that this letter finds your family safe and healthy. I am writing to let you know about your student’s summer work 
assignment. It is customary that over longer breaks at Nativity Prep there is an assignment for students to complete while they 
are out of school to keep them on track and practicing important reading comprehension and writing skills. While we are not 
holding summer camp on our school campus this year or online, students will complete work at home on their own time.  

 
For this break, students had a choice over which two books they would like to read (one fiction and one nonfiction text).  I 

ask that students read their assigned novels at their own pace and complete the attached project menu for both of the novels 
they read. They only need to select one option from the menu for each book (two projects total). I ask that they answer 
questions in complete sentences and put their best effort into this work. There is a chart on the back of this letter if they would like 
to use it to help manage their time (it is not mandatory).  

 
This work is due the day we return back to school- we will update you as the summer progresses. If this date gets moved, I 

will be in contact with you about how to pass projects in.  Please feel free to let me know if you have any questions or concerns. My 
contact information is below. This letter and school updates will be posted on our website if this copy  becomes misplaced 
(https://www.nativityboston.org/covid19/).   

 
Additionally, I am including resources for your students if they would like to have access to more books after they finish the 

2 required texts. This is optional. We encourage your students to keep track of their reading. When we return to school- there will 
be prizes for students based off of how much they read this summer!  
 
I hope that you and your families have a restful, relaxing and safe summer! 
 
All of my best,  

Lily Cook  
lcook@nativityboston.org 
857-273-0719 
 
 
 

 
 

1 

https://www.nativityboston.org/covid19/
mailto:lcook@nativityboston.org


June 29th, 2020 

BOOK REPORT CHOICE MENU 
DIRECTIONS: read through the menu of options for book projects below. You will pick one option for both books you read (TWO projects total). There are 
directions attached on the next few pages (pages 3&4) that tell you specifically what your project needs to have. I’m excited to see what you create!  
 

Book in a Box 
Decorate a box to represent the book and fill it with 
objects or draw objects that represent different parts of 
the book. Examples 
  

Supplies: box, paper/objects   

PowerPoint/Google Slides Presentation   
Make a PowerPoint or Google Slides presentation 
that teaches the audience about important 
information from the book.  
*Email your teacher a copy of your presentation.  
Example: 
 

 
 
Supplies: Computer 

Movie Poster  
Pretend the book is going to be made into a 
movie. Create a movie poster to promote the 
movie. Examples: 

 
 
 
 
Supplies: poster or cardboard  

Collage Book 
Create a collage using pictures that represent 
important parts of the book. Examples: 

Supplies: paper 

Flip-Grid  
Create a video where you act as the teacher, 
summarizing and explaining important 
information about the book.  
 

The link is on the Nativity Family Website!  
Your teacher will also email it! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supplies: Computer or smartphone to record 
video.  

Graphic Novel  
Choose a chapter from your book and present it 
as a graphic novel (comic strip style).  
Examples: 
 

 
 
Supplies: paper 

*Note that some of these projects require some supplies like boxes or posters. For these, you may use cardboard, posters, and any box you have 
at home. If you do not have any of these supplies you can select projects that don’t require supplies.  
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June 29th, 2020 

BOOK REPORT RUBRIC 
Your project will be graded based off of the rubric below and this grade will be imputed for Quarter 1. 

Exceeding Expectations  Meeting Expectations  Developing  Beginning 

Accountability  My project is turned in 
with my name, book title 
and author. 
 
 
My project is turned in on 
time. 

My project is turned in with 
my name, book title and 
author. 
 
 
My project is turned in on 
time. 

My project is turned in but is 
missing my name, book title 
or author. 
 
My project is turned in 1-2 days 
late. 

My project is turned in but is 
missing my name, book title or 
author. 
 
My project is turned in 3 0r 
more days late. 

   Presentation and 
Craftsmanship 

I have 0 spelling, grammar 
or punctuation mistakes. 
 
My project includes all 
items in the directions 
and extra items. 

I have 1-2 spelling, 
grammar or punctuation 
mistakes. 
 
My project includes all 
items in the directions. 

I have 3-5 spelling, grammar 
or punctuation mistakes. 
 
My project includes all items 
in the directions except for 
1-2. 

I have 4 or more spelling, 
grammar or punctuation 
mistakes. 
 
My project is missing 3 or more 
items in the directions. 

Ideas and Organization  My project is creative, 
original and reflects the 
story accurately. 
 
My audience (Ms. Cook) is 
able to understand my 
project completely. 

My project is original and 
reflects the story 
accurately. 
 
My audience (Ms. Cook) is 
able to understand my 
project. 

My project is original but does 
not reflect the story 
accurately. 
 
My audience (Ms. Cook) is able 
to understand most of my 
project. 

My project is not original. 
 
My audience (Ms. Cook) is 
unable to understand most of 
my project. 

 
BOOK REPORT DIRECTIONS 

The next three pages have checklists and specific directions that your projects need to include. 
Book in a Box 

❏ Use a shoebox, small cardboard box, oatmeal canister, coffee can or other similarly sized container to put your items in. 
❏ Outside of the box: decorate your container to reflect your book (you can use magazine clippings, images printed, hand drawn 

artwork, etc.) and include the title, author and your name 
❏ Inside the box: Put 8 different objects that reflect the characters, setting and themes of your book. Each object should have a note 

card with the name of the object and a 3-5 sentence explanation of why it’s important to the book. 
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Collage Book 
❏ Use a large piece of poster board, cardboard or paper for your collage. 
❏ Put the title, author and your name on the front of the collage. 
❏ Include 15 or more pictures (from a magazine, internet, hand drawn, etc.) that represent the settings, characters and themes from 

your book.  
❏ On a separate piece of paper write or type 1-2 sentences explaining why you included each picture. For example, if you read Harry 

Potter, you could include a picture of a lightning bolt and explain why Harry has that mark on his forehead. 

 

FlipGrid Video 
❏ Name the title, author and introduce yourself at the beginning of your video. 
❏ Summarize the story using 3-5 sentences (start by explaining the beginning and middle, but don’t give away the end!) 
❏ Describe the setting(s) of your book and the main characters. 
❏ Name one problem the characters faced in your book. 

 

Movie Poster 
❏ Use a large piece of poster board, cardboard or paper for your collage. 
❏ Put the title, author and your name on the front of the poster. 
❏ In the center: create an important scene from the book (this should not be a copy of the cover) and a written summary of 3-5 

sentences (but do not give away the ending!). 
❏ Around the sides of the poster: include the names of the actors who will play the main characters and 2-3 brief reviews or 

comments from people who have seen the movie (you can make these up). 

 

Powerpoint/Google Slides Presentation 
❏ On the first slide: Include the title of the book, author and your name. 
❏ Include 5 or more slides:  

❏ a slide with a description of the main characters  
❏ a slide describing or showing the settings,  
❏ a slide describing or showing an important event or conflict (problem the characters faced) in the book.  
❏ 2 or more slides of your choice! 

 

Graphic Novel 
❏ Create 4-6 panels (squares) for each page of your novel. 
❏ Include a cover page with the title of your book, the title or number of the chapter you are recreating, the author and your name. 
❏ Pick one chapter from your book to turn into a graphic novel or comic book. 
❏ The graphic novel should include the setting of the chapter, the main characters in the chapter and the important events of the 

chapter. 
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June 29th, 2020 
Time Management  

Time management is the process of planning and exercising control of time spent on specific activities to help you be more 
productive and efficient with your time.  
 
This page gives you a plan to help you break up the assignment into different times so that you are not stressing or rushing the 
last minute to get this done! You have all summer to do this so using your time wisely will reduce stress and make sure you are 
doing your best work! This is optional but I recommend using it! I also recommend breaking down the pages in about 20 page 
chunks per reading.  

Example Time Management Plan:  

Task:  Complete by (date): 

Read pages_______-________   

Read pages_______-________   

Read pages_______-________   

Pick project and read through directions (10 minutes)    

Start Project (25 minutes)    

Work on project (25 minutes)   

Finish project (10 minutes)    

OR Make Your Own Time Management Plan:  

Task:  Complete by: 
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WANT TO READ MORE!? 
Places you can access more books for free online: 

○ Boston Public Library's website (https://www.bpl.org/kids/) 
○ Open Ebook (https://openebooks.net/) 
○ Hoopla (need a library card https://www.hoopladigital.com) 
○ Epic! Online Library’ (https://www.getepic.com/) 

 

 
 

There will be prizes when we return back to school for avid readers!  
● Every 100 pages you read you get a scoop of ice cream! 

○ If you read 300 pages get up to 3 different types of toppings  
○ This will be provided at the beginning of the school year and students can bring their books and eat ice 

cream and chat about your summer reading books.  
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